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FOREWORD

A Foreword to Justice S. Mahargjan's new collection of Essays in criticism may seem
a piece of needless intrusion, but | cannot resist the honour of association with a book that
carries such a gem of atitle, Delvamakkavi or 'Poesy Divine. Justice Mahargjan is doubled
with Rasikan Mahargjan, arare union of the discipline of reason with the even harder if more
elusive discipline of the imagination. He had the former in college and university, and the
latter principally from Rasikamani T.K.C. Justice Maharagjan goes to poetry (especially Tamil
poetry) for enjoyment, for the soul's health, but for intellectual food he usually turns to
English prose, and he finds there also the precision and clarity and sufficiency of the
Napolenic Code (or the Indian Evidence Act) . "Life in Poetry, Law in Taste" but Justice
Maharajan may not acquiesce in so sharp a cleavage in the seamless web of hislife, in which
aham and puram aren't antithetical but merely the reverse and obverse of the same are of
Redlity.

In the twenty-two pieces here brought together, the recurrent theme is poetry, divine
poesy, 'the glory and the good' of all true poesy. And there is the collateral theme too, the art
of poetic enjoyment, the art that is a sadhana at the same time. In Justice Mahargjan's
company. the reader is privileged to explore sphere after sphere of the poetic heavens -
Kamban, and Valuvar, and Pillaipperumal lyengar, and of the moderns, Bharati and
Kavimani and Trilok Sitaram; and there are fleeting glimpses of celestia eminences like
Tirumular, Nammalvar and Manikkavasagar. But although it is Justice Mahargjan speaking,
often it is T.K.C. behind the scenes, and indeed there is a fascinating coalescence of the two
Rasikas. One striking aspect of Justice Mahargjan's sensibility as 'taster' of poetry is his
aptitude for the difficult art of trandation. He has dared and half succeeded in the impossible,
and has not only rendered into sensitive English the whole of Kamban, he has a so turned into



lively Tamil Shakespeare's Macbeth, Hamlet and King Lear. In a group of seven essaysin the
present collection, we have glimpses of Justice Mahargjan as both translator and as warm
hearted critic of Shakespearean tragedy. And or a back-drop, thereis the talk on "World Stage'
with itsimpressive sweep of comprehension.

'Poesy Divine' - 'Deivamakkavi' - what is it? Wherein lies its magicalchemy? And
what does poetry do to the Sahrdaya, the Rasika? How does he re-enact the passion and the
peace of poetry? Poetry is words, words, words, albeit words charged with potency.
Kamban's words, as Justice Mahargjan shows, are nurslings of immortality, of men greater
than the gods themselves; Valuvar's perfection of utterance throws up a thousand ingenuities
and subtleties of dramatic miniature; and Pillaipperumal lyengar manages to pack in asingle
verse inensities of suggestion insinuating the whole mystique of the Dance of Creation as a
lilaof the Supreme. What isit, them, to be awizard of the poetic word?

The poetic word, a complex of sound, sense
and cadence, is seeing
Speech.

There's aveiled Truth that denies Appearance
and that's the poet's
quarry.

The noumena behind phenomena, the soul
encased in
matter.

Words yet not words and sounds surpassing sounds,
the rhythm mounts an
assaullt.

A teasing of meaning by meaning, an
iridescence, a
delight.

For the poet isthat rare Paraclete who
tunnels a passge
to God.

What ensues is the magic rendition
of the veils of
Unknowing.

But the Rasika, the critic, has his sadhana too. More than scholarship, more than
mastery of ‘critical approaches. Deep must answer Deep. The critic is neither policeman nor
judge, but the Sahrdaya:

The awakened Sahrdaya surrenders
to the pul se-beats of
poetry.



He becomes sharer of the suffering,
purgation and
the glory.

And there's the deeper listening of the soul,
the ultimate
ananda.

With his wide-ranging reading and his sixth sense for the authentic. Justice Maharajan
proves a reliable and enthusiastic guide. His passion for Tamil poetry, and his feeling for
Kamban as the God of hisidolatry, do not interfere with his evaluation of other poets. While
he knows that Kamban is Shakespear's equal or more than equal in poetic eminence and
depth of vision, Justice Mahargjan aso concedes that nobody - not Kalidasa, not Kamban
himself - had Shakespeare's genius for probing the profundities of the human heart and
revealing them through dramatic images. Of Shakespeare's tragedies, while Hamlet and
Macbeth fascinate him, it is King Lear that overhelms Justice Mahargjan with its cosmic
amplitude and human tendernes. The five essays on King Lear included in the present
volume, highlight the dramatic significance of the opening scene of Division of the Kingdom,
the scenes of storm within and without, the scene of clam after the storm, the Gloucester story
and Cordelias 'Karuna or divine compassion. In these essays, Justice Maharagjan speaks with
an intimacy, fervour and perceptiveness worthy of a Bradley himsalf.

While Justice Mahargjan responds to the best in Tamil poetry as to a rounded
perfection, he is understandably not equally satisfied with the development of Tamil prose.
There have been phases dominated respectively by Sanskrit, English and revivalist
influences, and the rhetorical, epither-loaded or Euphuistic style too has, perhaps; had its day.
What prose practitioners are striving towards are the norms of simpliciy and clarity and
persuasive force. Extensive experiment in the tranglation of Western (especially English and
French) classics into Tamil might be one way of promoting the emergence of a virile and
viable prose, steely and stainless in its combination of smoothness, suppleness and strength.
Justice Maharajan has set an example himself with his translation of the essays by Schweitzer
ands Sartre included in the present collection. Sartre's essay on the great American 'mobile’
arist, Alexander Calder, tries to pluck the heart of the mystery of infusing the Promethean
heat of life into seemingly bizarre structura exercies. Justice Mahargjan's rendering brings
out al the intellectual excitement of the origina essay, all the accession of wonder and
surmise, and makes them buoyantly native to modern Tamil. It is through such fertitising
infusions that Tamil prose has to acquire power and resilience adequate enough to al the
developing challenges of our science-based yet spirit-sustained civilisation.

Another way of charging Tamil prose with a modern sensibility would be the
cultivation of the light touch, the tone of unmalicious humour, or the winsome idiosyncrasy
of the 'personal’ essay (after Charles Lamb, E.V. Lucas and Robert Lynd) that walks with a
gay abandon on the razor's edge between smiles and tears. Anything-almost everything -is
grist to the essayist's mill, and it isreally like the miracle of transformation once witnessed by
Justice Mahargjan at the Punalur Paper Millks, rags and bits of straw being fed at one end,
and clean white paper coming out at the other end. Even so, says Justice Mahargjan, T.K.C.'s
sensibility processed oddments of experience and casual obiter dictatill they emerged at last
as miniatures of prose art whether in epistolary or conversationa form. Writers like
Thiru.Vi.Ka, U.V.Swaminatha lyer (in his essays in reminscence) and Kaki have aready
blazed the trial, and Trilok Sitaram's llakkiya Padagu ("Raft of Letters') seems to be in that



tradition. Many of the essays in Deivamakkavi, like those in Justice Mahargjan's earlier
Adatheriyada Kadavul ("The God Who Cannot Dance"), reveal him as one of the very few
who have achieved easy mastery of this "other harmony" of prose. And for this too Justice
Mahargjan deserves well of all lovers of Tamil and all trustees of the health, heritage and
continued growth of Tamil letters.

91, Kutchery Road,

Mylapore, K.R. SRINIVASA IYENGAR
24 April, 1974
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fnpg sallepiser Gumfl CQuuiinfsr epon SHWSS @ USW GTmeown b
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Coupmiemn  Gaflurgargst  @remsoLiwn 67  wrLTsSSTET  ClETEIITTSST.
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OQeroinmg (perarmeln  Gemse  GCasmeullm&Hng). sSUILASIHES I BSSSl
Qumfl CuuisEn urws EsnEL  Criommrss  Gemmsmer  LIWETUGHSES
Geuetor(HLD.

QurACuwMiuamsE @ertearmmm GCoHemanyn  geudun.  GmAGLwmiLeaIeT
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IorGerm(y Cudlermermd. " it 19QTErEs Snme QameLmi?" faTm  IHS
Iuowmst  GCalLsnE, &orar ude Gemearermer: "NCTESSSTTIEST  6TEOTMID (LD
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Qemmsng U6res  Gumflowd  Gume  GeuGmmem  Gomflyn  @\mULSTSS
Qgflueissme, gLemswmwsTaT Ihg Gumflomwus snmSEsTmusGgsT" 6TaTm).

@hss smgmws CslL  mrer, "o m&st  H0rgs  GomfuiGo  Hnmns
sefEiser  @QmsHnmisarm?”  eamm  CsLCLer. 9B5NE IHS IbwmeT, "9,
liCsm  anw,Gasr, GUTGEGsT, FmdGuT, weemiGn WPSOIGWTT  @(H&SHDTTSST.
@mhaTan, I nSnssal CasstuliumsE persrme st 16TEhss SalEhiser
Blng  (pgwrg" ety Gemesdl awumbsm.

@mses GCaslLgn mrar onhg owrsfln GemsrGearsr: "ua  Gumflesamers
snm Fomssrrer o m&sT  1NQ7Ers  GQmACw  HAnmsg”  eera) LML g 6oTT6DT.



HG@reps  QumpluiGo yssmwwemiw  BrsGarm  N6Qrers  sellgpismeTs STl
ImEs e Gapssodiur HoiGemmd Hihusres GemwadiissT. GCagdeviiwm
EIL&HCn UiEhe LSS o mLleaTETar HTear. oeummLw Honhg eypery Gors
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TWSUILLL 9 miles aasﬁ]smg;smmu qu)g)rrsn g vy Gusld  (GYHmSL
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